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Record Group:   MSS 
 
Name of Collection:  Rev. Joseph L. Ryan, SJ (1920 – 1998) Manuscript Collection 
 
Record Group Number:  MS RYAN, Joseph L. 
 
Size of Collection:   5 linear feet:  12 document boxes of papers (10—5” boxes + 2—2.5” boxes) and 1—2.5” box of  
     photographs 
 
Dates of Collection:  Inclusive:  1945 – 1988; Bulk:  1970s 

Historical Background:   

Joseph L. Ryan was born on December 4, 1920 in Brighton, MA, the son of John R. Ryan and Mary Ann (Connelly) Ryan.  He was educated at 
Boston Latin School and Boston College High School, graduating in 1938.  He entered into the Society of Jesus on June 30, 1938 at Shadowbrook.  
Both his novitiate and juniorate training were at Shadowbrook, 1938 to 1942, then he studied Philosophy at Weston College from 1942 to 1945. In 
1945, he went to Baghdad College, Baghdad, Iraq, for his regency, teaching English, Mathematics and Chemistry.  He left Baghdad in 1948 to 
begin his Theological studies at Weston College and continued until 1952. He was ordained at Weston College on June 16, 1951 by Bishop John J. 
McEleney, S.J.  In 1952, he went to St. Robert’s Hall, Pomfret, CT for his tertianship studies and in 1953 he began a year of study in Chemistry at 
Boston College.  On December 28, 1954, he returned to Baghdad College to teach Chemistry. In 1956, he became the dean of the new Al-Hikma 
University, Baghdad, Iraq, and a Professor of Theology.  He remained at Al-Hikma until 1962, when he left for the St. Joseph’s Residence in 
Baghdad to study the Arabic language.  After his year of study, he returned to Al-Hikma University as the dean until 1966 when he was made 
academic vice-president. When the Jesuits were expelled from Al-Hikma University in 1968, he returned to New England where he became a 
research fellow at the Cambridge (Mass.) Center for Social Studies, and to serve as Director of Planning for Jesuit Missions for the Province.  

In 1971, he returned to the Mid-East, at St. Joseph University, Beirut, Lebanon, where he did research at the Center for the Study of the Modern 
Arabic World (CEMAM) until 1975.  In 1976 he returned to the United States where he continued these studies at Loyola House in Boston.  From 
1972 to 1977, he undertook a series of lecture tours on topics related to the Middle East.  He took his Final Solemn Vows on April 12, 1977.  Also in 
1977, he became rector for the Jesuit community at the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA.  In 1983, he spent a year at Oxford University, 
England, studying religious education.  He then began work with the Amman, Jordan religious education ministry and became director for the 
Pontifical Mission for Palestine.  He remained with the program until 1990, when he took a one year sabbatical and returned to the Loyola House for 
private study, and later Weston, to continue his education.  He then spent a year, 1991-1992, at the Center for Religious Development in 
Cambridge, MA.  From 1992 until 1997 he worked in spiritual counseling and direction for retreats at Fairfield University.  In 1997, his failing health 
forced him leave his position.  He died on January 31, 1998 and is buried at Campion Center in Weston, MA.   

Archives of the New England Province Society of Jesus 
     c/o College of the Holy Cross Archives & Special Collections 
     One College Street, Worcester, MA 01610-2395 
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Fr. Ryan was member of the National Council of Americans for Middle East Understanding, the Middle East Studies Association, and President of 
the American Friends of the Middle East.  He was the author of many articles and book chapters on Middle Eastern affairs and, in particular, on 
Palestinian-Israeli issues and problems.  He testified on conditions in the Middle East, including anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, before U.S. 
Congressional committees, and delivered a paper on the Rights of the Palestinian People at the United Nations. 

Scope and Content: 

Fr. Ryan’s collection consists of papers and photographs.  The bulk of the papers are from the 1970s and documents Fr. Ryan’s work presenting 
the state of affairs in the Middle East, especially the Palestinian and Arab position to American and others.  The photographs include family photos 
and pictures of ceremonies at Al-Hikma University. 

The papers are arranged into series as follows:  Biographical/Personal Materials, Correspondence, Writings, Tours, and Subject Files.  Each series 
is arranged chronologically, with the exception of the Subject Files which are arranged alphabetically.  Please be aware that there is 
correspondence included within almost all of the series. Fr. Ryan treated all of his files as subject files including related correspondence and 
clippings in the folders.  This material was left in place to maintain the relationship between materials.   

The Correspondence Series contains a sub-series of letters that led to an exchange of newspaper articles between Fr. Edward H. Flannery of the 
Secretariat for Catholic-Jewish Relations, Fr. Ryan, and others about the State of Israel and anti-Semitism. This correspondence includes letters 
with many other members of the Roman Catholic hierarchy.  Many of these letters are also reproduced in the unpublished book titled “Arab-Israeli 
Conflict and Relations between Muslims, Jews and Christians.”  

The Writings series is further divided into Unpublished Books, Talks and Articles about the Arab-Israeli Conflict and the Middle East, and Religious 
Talks.  There are three unpublished books written between 1969 and 1976:  1) a typescript of “Arab-Israeli Conflict and Relations Between Muslims, 
Jews and Christians,” 2) a pasted-up typescript of “The Arab-Israel Conflict:  Its Repercussions on Jewish-Christian Relations,” and 3) a typescript 
draft that was circulated for comments of “Chapters of Book on Arab-Israeli Conflict and Jewish-Christian Relations.”  There are Talks and Articles 
about the Arab-Israeli Conflict and the Middle East, and Religious Talks. For identification and description purposes the box/folder listing includes 
both the Folder Title and the Title of the Talk or Article included.  Topics include Palestinians, Jerusalem, Jewish-Christian relations, Muslims, 
Vatican II. The Religious Talks consist of a number of sermons from 1963-64 when Fr. Ryan was the Dean of Al-Hikma University in Baghdad, Iraq.  
Several of these sermons have been translated into Arabic.  (Originally all of these sermons were stored in one folder.  The paper clips fastening 
the English and Arabic versions were rusted.  Each sermon and the corresponding Arabic translation were placed in separate folders for 
preservation purposes.  In 2008, Fr. Charles Crowley of the New England Province, also a member of the Iraq Mission, offered to translate Arabic 
documents in the collection.  His translations show that all of this material was not arranged correctly when it was acquired by the archives.  Fr. 
Crowley’s translations have been added to the folders.) Another folder of Religious Talks, 1976-83, is mostly from the time Fr. Ryan was the Rector 
at the College of the Holy Cross.  

The Tours series documents seven lecture tours in the United States that Fr. Ryan undertook between 1972 and 1977.  There were two tours in 
1972 and one tour in each of the following years.  Many of the talks were given during these tours.  The folders include correspondence, publicity 
materials, newspaper clippings, itineraries, and Fr. Ryan’s reports with analysis of the tours. 
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The Subject Files, unlike the other series, are arranged alphabetically.  Several of these folders contain exclusively newspaper clippings and press 
releases.  Several of the subject files dating from 1969-1971 are related to the projects Fr. Ryan worked on while a research fellow at the 
Cambridge Center for Social Studies, (CCSC) in Cambridge, MA.  One of these projects was a proposal to study the office of the Mission 
Secretariat of the Jesuit Curia in Rome.  There are also three folders of material titled “The Jordan Project” about Fr. Ryan’s work in Amman, 
Jordan, for the Pontifical Mission for Palestine.  (Also see the transcript of an oral history interview in the Biographical/Personal Materials Series for 
a description of this work.)            

Processing Notes: 

Fr. Ryan treated all of his files as subject files. Often the Writings, Tours and Subject Files Series folders also contained related correspondence 
and clippings which were left in place to maintain the relationship between materials.  Correspondence was moved to the front of the folder.  There 
was a great deal of duplicate material in the folders.  Although an effort was made to weed out duplicate material, some duplicates may remain. 

Access / Restrictions: 

This collection is open to researchers with the exception of a few folders marked as restricted. 
 
Also see: 
 
RG 12, Audiovisual:  1—2.5” box of MS photographs. 
RG 12/RG 11, Audiovisual: Photographs: Mission Personnel and Iraq Mission 
RG 11.2.2b, Records of Dean of Al-Hikma University 
RG 11.1, Mission Personnel and Directors Files  
New England Province Authors Collection for published writings.   
 
Cite As: Rev.  Joseph L. Ryan, SJ (1920 -1998) Manuscript Collection 
      MS RYAN, Joseph L. 

   Archives of the New England Province of the Society of Jesus   
   College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA. 
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Vita printed in order of service for 
 

Memorial Liturgy of Rev. Joseph L. Ryan, S.J. 
 

[Information added by Archives is in square brackets] 
 
1920 Born, 4 December, Brighton, MA 
1938 Entered the Society at Shadowbrook, [July 30] 
1938-42 Novitiate [and Juniorate] at Shadowbrook, Lenox, MA 
1944-45 Philosophy Studies at Weston College 
1945-48 Regency—Baghdad College 
1948-52 Theology Studies, Weston College 
1951 Ordained a priest, 16 June 
1952 [Tertianship at St. Robert’s Hall, Pomfret, CT 
1953-55 Chemistry Studies, Boston College, Graduate School 
1955 Committee on Planning for Al-Hikma Univ., Baghdad 
1956-66 Dean—Al-Hikma University, Baghdad 
1962-63 Arabic Studies, Baghdad 
1966-68 Academic V.P., Al-Hikma Univ., Baghdad [Expelled Nov. 25, 1968] 
1969-71 [Assistant Director for Planning, Jesuit Foreign Missions of New England] 
1969-71 Fellow, Cambridge Center for Social Studies, Cambridge, MA 
1971-75 Associate, Center for the Study of the Modern Arab World, St. Joseph’s 

University, Beirut, Lebanon 
1973-75 President, Americans for Justice in the Middle East 
1976-77 Resident—Georgetown Univ., Washington, D.C. 

Lecture Tour:  Arab-US Affairs 
1977 [Final Vows, April 12] 
1977-83 Rector, Holy Cross College, Worcester, MA 
Fall of 83 Sabbatical—Campion Hall, Oxford, England 
1984-90 Director, Pontifical Mission for Palestine, Amman, Jordan 
1991-92 Associate, Center for Religious Development, Cambridge, MA 
1992-97 Spiritual Director—Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT 
1998 [Died Jan. 31, aged 77, and buried at Campion Center, Weston, MA 
 [59 Years in the Society of Jesus] 
 
Academic Degrees: 
 
Degree Year Subject College/University 
A.B. 1944 Philosophy Boston College/Weston College 
M.A. 1945 Philosophy Boston College/Weston College 
M.S., Chemistry 1955 Chemistry Boston College 
S.T.B. 1952 Theology Weston College 
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Biographical and Personal Information 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
Curriculum Vitae 1969-83 1—5” 1 
[Passports and Identifications Cards] 1945-60s 1 2 
[Articles about Fr. Ryan or his work] 1972-77 1 3 
[Bibliographies, Lists of Publications] 1971-82 1 4 
Family Tree, [Folder 1 of 2] 1976-82 1 5 
Family Tree, [Folder 2 of 2] 1976-82 1 6 
[Health Records]                                           RESTRICTED FILE 1978-83 1 7 
[Transcript of Oral History Interview by CNEWA: Catholic Near East Welfare Association] 1994 1 8 
Baghdadi Addresses 1960s 1 9 
[Address Books] 1970, circa 1 10 
[Inserts in Address Books] 1970, circa 1 11 
Addresses 1980s 1 12 
[Lists] 1980s 1 13 
[Varia] 1951-93 1 14 
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Correspondence 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
Correspondence about Rev. Edward Flannery    
Reactions to Flannery Article 1969 2—2.5” 1 
My Answer to Flannery’s “Anti-Zionism and the Christian Psyche”  1969-70 2 2 
Letter Re: Flannery from Journees Romanes 1969 2 3 
Letter to [Jan] Cardinal Willebrands [and others] 1969-70 2 4 
Msgr. [John M.] Oesterreicher 1969-71 2 5 
Letter to [Bishop Charles H.] Helmsing 1970 2 6 
[Letters to] Msgr. Bernard Law, [Archdiocese of Boston] 1970 2 7 
Letter to Rev. Martin O’Connor re: Rev. William Nagle 1970 2 8 
[Rev. Paul E.] McKeever, [Editor] Long Island Catholic 1970 2 9 
Msgr. [Marvin] Bordelon 1970 2 10 
Providence Visitor 1970 2 11 
Bishop [Bernard J.] Flanagan 1971 2 12 
    
Other Correspondence    
[Correspondence with Superiors]                                RESTRICTED FILE 1968-77 3—5” 1 
American Jewish Committee 1969 3 2 
Columbia University Seminar on Management 1969 3 3 
NCC-Catholic, Study on Israel [NCC: National Council of Churches of Christ] 1969-70 3 4 
National Council of Churches / Dodds, [Robert C.] 1969-70 3 5 
Association of Arab [American] University Graduates 1970, 1976 3 6 
Catholic Near East Welfare Association [CNEWA, Msgr. John Nolan, correspondent] 1970-71 3 7 
Massachusetts Council of Churches/Seminar 1970 3 8 
Mission Secretariat, Jesuit Curia, Rome 1970 3 9 
Bishop [Samuel E.] Carter, S.J., [Archdiocese of Kingston, Jamaica] 1971 3 10 
U.S. House of Representatives Hearing on Jerusalem 1971 3 11 
[Letters Regarding Publications] 1971, 1976 3 12 
Apb. [Joseph] Tawil, [Melkite Exarch]  1971 3 13 
My Memorandum Re: [Charles] Yost’s Editorial 1971-72 3 14 
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Correspondence 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
Washington Cathedral, Pleas for Palestine 1971 3 15 
Varia 1971 3 16 
[Secretarius Pro Non Christianis re:  L’Osservatore Romano] 1972 3 17 
Calvez, [Rev. Jean-Yvez Calvez, S.J.]—Report on Ecumenism 1973 3 18 
Msgr. G. [George G.] Higgins 1973 3 19 
[Circular Letters from Fr. Ryan] 1973-78 3 20 
U.S. Official Jewish-Catholic Relations 1975-76 3 21 
Personal 1975-83 3 22 
[Letter to Long Island Catholic] 1976 3 23 
[Letter to James Finn, Editor, Worldwide] 1976 3 24 
[Letters from Publishers re:  book proposal] 1976 3 25 
[Margaret Lytle] 1977-83 3 26 
Scholar-Diplomat Seminar 1978 3 27 
[Southeast Asian Refugees, “boat people”] 1979 3 28 
Bethlehem University Society of Jesus Letter 1982 3 29 
Pope [and] Palestinians 1982 3 30 
[Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulcher of Jerusalem] 1983 3 31 
 
 



Archives of the New England Province of the Society of Jesus 
 
Manuscript Collection:  Rev. Joseph L. Ryan, S.J. (1920 – 1998)  
MS RYAN, JL          
 

Created:   Dec. 28, 2007                                                                     RYAN, JL       4 
Updated:  June 24, 2010                                                                   Box-Folder List   

 
Writings 
 
Writing:  Unpublished Books 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
Book:  Church and Arab-Israeli Conflict, Notes 1969 4—5” 1 
Arab-Israeli Conflict and Relations Between Muslims, Jews and Christians, [Typescript] 1969 4 2 
The Arab-Israel Conflict:  Its Repercussions on Jewish-Christian Relations, [Paste-up draft, pages, Folder 1 of 2] 1971, ca. 4 3 
The Arab-Israel Conflict:  Its Repercussions on Jewish-Christian Relations, [Paste-up draft, Folder 2 of 2] 1971, ca. 4 4 
Chapters of Book on Arab-Israeli Conflict and Jewish-Christian Relations, [Draft for comments, Folder 1 of 3] 1976 4 5 
Chapters of Book on Arab-Israeli Conflict and Jewish-Christian Relations, [Draft for comments, Folder 2 of 3] 1976 4 6 
Chapters of Book on Arab-Israeli Conflict and Jewish-Christian Relations, [Draft for comments, Folder 3 of 3] 1976 4 7 
Revised Manuscript, [Comments] 1976 4 8 
 
 
Writing:  Talks and Articles about Arab-Israeli Conflict and Middle East 
 
Folder Title Article or Talk Title Date Box Folder 
MAILING OF ARTICLES  1971 5—5” 1 
INDEX [of articles submitted  
    for publication] 

 1971 5 2 

[unfoldered] Proposal Regarding Activity of Al-Hikma Jesuits and Others to Foster an 
Understanding of Islam 

1969 5 3 

CUSHING: ISRAEL [Comments on Cardinal Cushing’s statement about U.S. peacemaking 
   efforts] 

1969 or 1970 5 4 

ARTICLE ON GENERAL 
   BOARD NCC [NCC: National 
    Council of Churches] 

Jews and Christians Provide Forums for Unpopular Views on the Middle 
   East 

1970 5 5 

ARTICLE: INHIBITING 
   PRESSURES 

Middle East Conflict:  Inhibiting Pressures 1970 5 6 
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Writing:  Talks and Articles about Arab-Israeli Conflict and Middle East 
 
Folder Title Article or Talk Title Date Box Folder 
BOOK: CHURCH AND 
   ARAB-ISRAELI 
   CONFLICT 

Theological and Religious Implications of Israel and the Palestine Conflict: 
   A Catholic Perspective 

1970 5 7 

NC NEWS 4 ARTICLES ON 
   ISLAM [NC News: National 
    Catholic News] 

A, B, C, D 1970-71 5 8 

[unfoldered] Americans Who Are Concerned about Peace and Justice in the World 
   Should Be Aware of Unjust Conditions in Jerusalem and Palestine 

1971 5 9 

[unfoldered] Jerusalem and Other Holy Places, Draft of statement proposed to U.S. 
   Catholic Bishops 

1971 5 10 

[unfoldered] Searching Questions about Israel:  The Concern of Jew and Christian 1971 5 11 
ARTICLE ON ALAN DAVIES Ecumenism and the Arab-Israeli Conflict 1971 5 12 
ARTICLE ON EDUCATION 
   COMMISSION OF NCC 
   TO NC NEWS SERVICE 
   [NCC: National Council of 
    Churches]  

Restlessness about Missions 1971 5 13 

ARTICLE:  LIPSET  Anti-Zionism or anti-Semitism?  A Betrayal by Scholars 1971 5 14 
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN 
   U.S. AND ARABS— 
   ISRAELIS  

Some Items on Relations between Catholics and Jews in the U.S. 1971 5 15 

EUGENE McCARTHY VS. 
YOST  

Eugene McCarthy vs. Charles Yost:  Real Danger in the Middle East? 1971 5 16 

FR. CASASSA [Rev. Charles S. 
Casassa, S.J.] 

Open Letter to the Chancellor of Loyola University, Los Angeles 1971 5 17 

FUROR OVER JERUSALEM 
(PILOT) 

Furor over Jerusalem 1971 5 18 

INTERNATIONALIZATION 
  OF JERUSALEM—NCR 
  [NCR: National Catholic Reporter, 
   Folder 1 of 3] 

“Twenty-four signers” Their Case for Zionist Jerusalem, The 1971 5 19 
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Writing:  Talks and Articles about Arab-Israeli Conflict and Middle East 
 
Folder Title Article or Talk Title Date Box Folder 
INTERNATIONALIZATION 
  OF JERUSALEM—NCR 
  [NCR: National Catholic Reporter, 
   Folder 2 of 3] 

Mrs. Meir Stung by Vatican Criticism 1971 5 20 

INTERNATIONALIZATION 
OF JERUSALEM—NCR 
[NCR: National Catholic Reporter, 
Folder 3 of 3] 

Peace—and Justice—for Jerusalem  1971 5 21 

JERUSALEM: MUSLIM 
SANCTUARY 

Jerusalem as a Moslem Sanctuary 1971 5 22 

KRITZECK [Dr. James Kritzeck, 
Notre Dame University, Indiana] 

Jerusalem and the Holy Places, A Christian Viewpoint:  A statement to the 
U.S. House of Representative Committee on Foreign Affairs 

1971 5 23 

N Y TIMES  OPINION 
EDITORIAL / POPE VS. 
MEIR ON JERUSALEM [NY 
Times: New York Times] 

Premier vs. Pope on Jerusalem 1971 5 24 

PALESTINE GAP 
KINSOLVING [Rev. Lester 
Kinsolving, Episcopalian minister, 
San Francisco] 

Palestine Gap—Christians Divided, The 1971 5 25 

REALITY VS. 
MANIPULATION 

Realities and Manipulation in Foreign Policy 1971 5 26 

SLOW SUFFICATION 
RELIGION AND SOCIETY  

Against Minority Groups in Israel:  A Policy of “Slow Suffocation” 1971 5 27 

ZIONIST JERUSALEM Article not included or located 1971 5 28 
ARTICLES 2,[Folder 1 of 7] Annihilation Controversy, The, and 

Myth of Annihilation and the Six-Day War, The [published article, 1973], and 
Why Did Israel Go to War? [published newspaper article, Sept. 9, 1973] 

1972-76 5 29 

ARTICLES 2, [Folder 2 of 7] Boycott and Anti-Boycott 1972-76 5 30 
ARTICLES 2, [Folder 3 of 7] Christian Between Zionism and Anti-Semitism, The 1972-76 5 31 
ARTICLES 2, [Folder 4 of 7] Ethics of the Palestinian Struggle 1972-76 5 32 
ARTICLES 2, [Folder 5 of 7] Middle East War and the United States, The, 1973 1972-76 5 33 
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Writing:  Talks and Articles about Arab-Israeli Conflict and Middle East 
 
Folder Title Article or Talk Title Date Box Folder 
ARTICLES 2, [Folder 6 of 7] Putting the Near East Under a Microscope—what are the aims of the Center 

for the Study of the Modern Arab World [CEMAM, published article 1973-74] 
1972-76 5 34 

ARTICLES 2, [Folder 7 of 7] Statement on Jerusalem, April 6, 1972, Press Conference, Mayflower Hotel, 
Washington, D.C. 

1972-76 5 35 

     
CATHOLIC 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR 
MIDDLE EAST  

American Catholics and Middle East Peace 1973 6—5” 1 

PALESTINIANS’ FUTURE Future of the Palestinians, The 1973 6 2 
PALESTINIANS INSIDE 
ISRAEL 

Palestinians Under Israeli Rule 1973-74, ca. 6 3 

ARABS IN ISRAEL ?? TALK 
OCTOBER 1977 [Folder 1 of 2] 

Does Zionism Involve the Dispossession of Arabs? A Pertinent Question for 
the P.L.O. [Palestine Liberation Front], Israel and the U.S. 

1973-77 6 4 

ARABS IN ISRAEL ?? TALK 
OCTOBER 1977 [Folder 1 of 2] 

Galilee:  An Explosion of Discontent, and 
Refugees within Israel, 1973 (reprint of published article) 

1973-77 6 5 

U.S. RESPONSIBILITY U.S. Responsibility for Middle East Peace 1974, ca. 6 6 
JERUSALEM, [Folder 1 of 2] Jerusalem Today 1974-1979 6 7 
JERUSALEM, [Folder 2 of 2] Jerusalem: Spoiling It or Not? 1974-1979 6 8 
ARTICLES 1, [Folder 1 of 6] Arab-Israeli Conflict:  Insoluble?, The  Oct. 13, 1978 1974-78 6 9 
ARTICLES 1, [Folder 2 of 6] Middle East Dilemma, The, Flint, MI, March 24, 1977 1974-78 6 10 
ARTICLES 1, [Folder 3 of 6] More on the “Anti-Zionism=Anti-Semitism” Debate, 1976 1974-78 6 11 
ARTICLES 1, [Folder 4 of 6] Palestinians to the U.N. General Assembly, Sept. 1974 1974-78 6 12 
ARTICLES 1, [Folder 5 of 6] Role of Palestinians, especially of the PLO, Palestinian Liberation 

Organization, ca. 1977 
1974-78 6 13 

ARTICLES 1, [Folder 6 of 6] U.N. Resolution on Zionism:  Another View, The, ca. 1975-76 1974-78 6 14 
[unfoldered] Statement [on recent U.N. Resolution on Zionism] given by Rev. Joseph L. 

Ryan, S.J., at Press Conference, Royal Inn, San Diego, Nov. 14, 1975 
1975 6 15 

LEBANON Lebanon 1975 1975 6 16 
GALILEE What has Zionism Done to Arabs?  Some Untypical Jewish Responses 1975, ca. 6 17 
PALESTINE UNDER 
ISRAELIS, [Folder 1 of 2] 

Israel and the Occupied Territories 1975, ca. 6 18 



Archives of the New England Province of the Society of Jesus 
 
Manuscript Collection:  Rev. Joseph L. Ryan, S.J. (1920 – 1998)  
MS RYAN, JL          
 

Created:   Dec. 28, 2007                                                                     RYAN, JL       8 
Updated:  June 24, 2010                                                                   Box-Folder List   

Writing:  Talks and Articles about Arab-Israeli Conflict and Middle East 
 
Folder Title Article or Talk Title Date Box Folder 
PALESTINE UNDER 
ISRAELIS, [Folder 2 of 2] 

Palestine National Rights:  Sought Abroad Scorned at Home 1975, ca. 6 19 

G. SHERRY 1975 [Gerard E. 
Sherry, Editor-Manager of The 
Monitor] 

Open Letter to the Publisher of The Monitor [official newspaper of he Archdiocese of 
San Francisco] 

1975-76 6 20 

LEBANON, [Folder 1 of 2] Conflict in Lebanon  1975-78 6 21 
LEBANON, [Folder 2 of 2] Lebanon in Crisis 1975-78 

 
6 22 

[unfoldered] American Catholic re: Middle East, draft statement 1976 6 23 
JANUARY 1976 UNITED 
NATIONS 

January 1976 United Nations Security Council Session on the Palestine 
Problem 

1976 6 24 

LIBYAN CONFERENCE  Did the Zionist Movement define its members in terms of religious beliefs? 1976 6 25 
RAUSCH [Bishop James S. 
Rauch] 

Open Letter to the General Secretary of the U.S. Catholic Conference 1976 6 26 

TALKS [1, Folder 1 of 6] Israeli-Arab General Strike, March 30, 1976, News Analysis 1976 6 27 
TALKS [1, Folder 2 of 6] Israeli Arabs—Becoming More Numerous and More Palestinian 1976 6 28 
TALKS [1, Folder 3 of 6] Jewish-Catholic Dialogue 1976 6 29 
TALKS [1, Folder 4 of 6] Nazareth:  Explosion of Discontent 1976 6 30 
TALKS [1, Folder 5 of 6] Storm and Lightning in Galilee…Area 9 1976 6 31 
TALKS [1, Folder 6 of 6] U.S. Policy Regarding Israel:  Direction Implications / U.S. – Israel Policy 

Directions. Resulting Anxieties 
1976 6 32 

     
TALK ON ISLAM Christian-Muslim Relations 1976, ca. 7—5” 1 
TALKS [2, Folder 1 of 3] Catholics, Justice and Peace, and the Middle East 1976, ca. 7 2 
TALKS [2, Folder 2 of 3] Priest Speaks on the Palestine Problem:  Reflections on a Lecture Tour, A 1976, ca. 7 3 
TALKS [2, Folder 3 of 3] United States and the Palestinians, The 1976, ca. 7 4 
DUKE UNIVERSITY: 
JERUSALEM 

Jerusalem in Roman Catholic Perspectives 1977 7 5 

LEBANON—AAR 
ARTICLE/TALK [AAR: 
American Academy of Religion] 

Islam and Political Development in Lebanon 1978 7 6 
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Writing:  Talks and Articles about Arab-Israeli Conflict and Middle East 
 
Folder Title Article or Talk Title Date Box Folder 
AAUG TALK, [Nov. 1979] 
[AAUG: Association of Arab-
American University Graduates] 

Religion and the U.S. Foreign Policy toward the Middle East—A Catholic 
Perspective 

1979-81 7 7 

ISLAMIC RESURGENCE Islamic “Resurgence” in the Middle East:  American Reaction  1980 7 8 
ARTICLE: BETHLEHEM 
UNIVERSITY  

“Don’t Say You Didn’t Know!” 1982 7 9 

POPE [and] PALESTINIANS Jewish bitterness toward the Pope—Why? 1982 7 10 
TALK AT CLARK 
UNIVERSITY, 
WORCESTER, MA 

Jewish-Christian Relations and the Arab-Israeli Conflict 1982 7 11 

TALKS ON MIDDLE EAST U.S. Responsibility for War or Peace in the Middle East 1982 7 12 
TEACH-IN On the Use and Misuse of Religion in the Lebanese/Palestinian Tragedy 1982 7 13 
TOLEDO Talk on the Implications of the June 1982 Israeli Invasion of Lebanon 1982 7 14 
UNITED NATIONS 
PALESTINE: REGIONAL 
SEMINAR 

Palestinian Rights:  Resonances in the Life and Times of Pope John Paul II 
Correspondence, Notes, Clippings, Draft Report of Seminar 

1982 7 15 

UNITED NATIONS TALK, 
WORKING COPY 

Palestinian Rights:  Resonances in the Life and Times of Pope John Paul II 1982 7 16 

[unfoldered] Holy See and Jordan, The 1985 7 17 
[unfoldered] Reassessing Christian-Muslim Relations Since Vatican II, Jordan 

Middle East Studies Association Convention, Los Angeles, 3 November 
1988 

1988 7 18 
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Writing:  Talks and Articles, Religious 
 
Folder Title Article/Talk Title Date Box Folder 
 
Sermons with Arabic translation 

    

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 1 of 26 Brotherly Love 
Christmas,  
St. Martin of Tours, the Soldier Saint,  
St. Stephen and St. Paul 
Includes an English translation by Fr. Charles Crowley, S.J. in 2008 

1963-64 8 1 

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 2 of 26 Death of Abel 1963-64 8 2 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 3 of 26 Effects of the Sacrament of Penance 1963-64 8 3 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 4 of 26 Lk.7, 36-50: Effects of the Sacrament of Penance 1963-64 8 4 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 5 of 26 Mk. 12, 28-34:  Lawyer’s question about eternal life 1963-64 8 5 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 6 of 26 Lk. 1, 39-56: Our Lady 1963-64 8 6 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 7 of 26 Penance Instituted by Christ for forgiveness of sins 1963-64 8 7 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 8 of 26 Jn. 19, 14-30 / Mt. 27, 31-51 (omit 47-49):  The Sacrifice of the Cross 

(SC) or the Sacrifice of the Mass (SM) 
1963-64 8 8 

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 9 of 26 Jeremiah 18, 1-6 / Widow of Naim Lk. 7, 11-17 1963-64 8 9 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 10 of 26 Jn. 3, 1-8 1963-64 8 10 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 11 of 26 I Kings 17, Mk. 22, 41-46 1963-64 8 11 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 12 of 26 Lk. 12, 35-40 1963-64 8 12 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 13 of 26 Epistle:  Rom 5, 6-21 (or 5, 11-21) 

Gosple:  John 1, 19-28 (or 1, 23, 25-27, 29-34) 
1963-64 8 13 

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 14 of 26 Mt. 6, 25-34 1963-64 8 14 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 15 of 26 Dec. 1 at Merlae 

Dec. 8 at Al-Hikma 
1963-64 8 15 

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 16 of 26 [not identified] 1963-64 8 16 
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Writing:  Talks and Articles, Religious 
 
Folder Title Article/Talk Title Date Box Folder 
 
Arabic sermons 

    

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 17 of 26 [two sermons clipped together] 
Christian Unity 
Death 
Includes an English translation by Fr. Charles Crowley, S.J. in 2008 

1963-64 8 17 

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 18 of 26 [not identified] 
Meaning of Lent and others 
Includes an English translation by Fr. Charles Crowley, S.J. in 2008 

1963-64 8 18 

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 19 of 26 [not identified] 
Marriage at Cana 
Includes an English translation by Fr. Charles Crowley, S.J. in 2008 

1963-64 8 19 

 
English sermons 

    

SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 20 of 26 Cana 1963-64 8 20 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 21 of 26 [Death] 1963-64 8 21 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 22 of 26 Easter Sunday 1963-64 8 22 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 23 of 26 [Ecumenical Movement] 1963-64 8 23 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 24 of 26 Trinity, Mt. 28, 16-20 1963-64 8 24 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 25 of 26 [[Love for one another] 1963-64 8 25 
SERMONS 1963-64, Folder 26 of 26 [various] 1963-64 8 26 
TALKS, ETC. (RELIGIOUS)  1976-83 8 27 
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Tours 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
Tour 1972 1972 9—5” 1 
Tour 1973 1973 9 2 
Tour 1974 1974 9 3 
Tour 1975 1975 9 4 
Tour 1976 1976 9 5 
Tour 1977 1977 9 6 
 
 
 
 
Subject Files 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
Bethlehem University 1982 10—5” 1 
BTI SIEP Seminar [Boston Theological Institute, Social Issues in Ecumenical Perspective Seminar] 1971 10 2 
Christian Unity Workshop, 1972 1971-72 10 3 
CICOP 1971 1971 10 4 
Confessions [Notes for hearing Confession in Arabic] 1960, circa 10 5 
Islam and Muslims 1971 10 6 
Islam:  Notes for Articles 1970, circa 10 7 
Israel 1973-75 10 8 
[Jerusalem] 1971 10 9 
Jesuit Ecumenists 1970 10 10 
Jewish / Christian Relations, [Folder 1 of 2] 1968-77 10 11 
Jordan Project, [Background documents, Folder 1 of 3] 1970s 10 12 
Jordan Project, [Correspondence, Reports and Notes, Folder 2 of 3] 1982                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              10 13 
Jordan Project, [Correspondence, Reports and Notes, Folder 3 of 3] 1983 10 14 
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Subject Files 
 

   

Folder Title Date Box Folder  
MSR [Mission Secretariat, Jesuit Curia, Rome:  Study Papers, Dated, Folder 1 of 4] 1967-1969 11—5” 1 
MSR [Mission Secretariat, Jesuit Curia, Rome:  Study Papers, Undated, Folder 2 of 4] 1969, circa 11 2 
MSR [Mission Secretariat, Jesuit Curia, Rome:  Study Questionnaires, Blank and completed, Folder 3 of 4] 1969 11 3 
MSR [Mission Secretariat, Jesuit Curia, Rome:  Draft Report of Preliminary Study on the Mission Secretariat by John J. Donohue, S.J. 

and Joseph L. Ryan, S.J., Folder 4 of 4] 
1969 11 4 

[Oriental Churches in the Middle East, Study Proposal] 1970 11 5 
Project for Spring Semester, 1969 [Study of Education in Developing Countries] 1969 11 6 
R. [Robert] McGuire, S.J. and OMEGA 1970, circa 11 7 
Society of Jesus Survey, Middle East – Fr. Hours 1970, ca. 11 8 
South Norwalk, [CT] Paulo Friere School 1971, circa 11 9 
Talks on Middle East 1978-82  11 10 
U.S. Official Jewish-Catholic Relations, [Folder 1 of 2] 1971-76 11 11 
Visits in the Middle East 1970s 11 12 
Zionism [2, Statements, U.S. Mission to the United Nations, Folder 1 of 2] 1975-76 11 13 
Subject Files of Newspaper Clippings    
Anti-Semitism 1975 11 14 
[Easter Peace March, Sidon, Lebanon] 1975 11 15 
Jewish / Christian Relations, [Folder 2 of 2] 1968-77 11 16 
Jews [Folder 1 of 2] 1975-76 11 17 
    
Jews [Folder 2 of 2] 1975-76 12—5” 1 
Jews and Christians 1977 12 2 
Pope [and] Palestinians 1980-82 12 3 
Pope, Jewish-Catholic Relations, Muslim-Catholic Relations, etc. 1973-1976 12 4 
U.S. Official Jewish-Catholic Relations, [Folder 2 of 2] 1974-78 12 5 
Worcester Trouble 1974 12 6 
Zionism [1, clippings re:  Daniel Patrick Moynihan, Folder 2 of 2] 1976 12 7 
Zionism [1, Folder 1 of 2] 1974-76 12 8 
Zionism [2, Folder 2 of 2] 1975-76 12 9 
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