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Summary Information 
Repository: The Jesuits of the Oregon Province Archives 

Title: Montana – St. Francis Xavier Mission 

ID: ORE 1.61 

Dates: 1880 - 2017 

Physical description: 2.91 linear feet 

Language: English (bulk), Latin, Italian 

 

Preferred Citation 
[Identification of item], [Box Number], [Folder number/title].  ORE RG 1.61.  Jesuit Archives and 

Research Center, St. Louis, Missouri.  [Date Accessed].   

Scope and Contents 
This collection is comprised of records related to the Jesuits’ work and day-to-day life at the St. Francis 

Xavier Mission in Montana.  The bulk of the material dates to the 20th century. 

Historical Note 
TK 

Publication Statement  
The Jesuit Archives and Research Center  

3900 W. Pine Boulevard  

St. Louis, Missouri 63108  

URL: http://www.jesuitarchives.org  

 

Processing Information  
This collection was arranged and processed in the Jesuits of the Oregon Province Archives at Gonzaga 

University.  Box and folder numbers were added at the Jesuit Archives & Research Center in February 

2020 by Maddie McDermott.  

Arrangement Note 
All Oregon Province Location collections follow a standard sub-series organization. The numbers 

assigned to each sub-series will vary based on the collection. A full listing of potential sub-series is 

available on the Jesuit Archives’ webpage for Oregon’s Record Group 1 and/or by contacting JARC’s 

reference archivist. 

Conditions Regarding Access 
Access to this material in this collection may be restricted based on its date and office of origin, in 

accordance with the Jesuit Archives & Research Center’s access policy. Likely access restrictions for this 

location include, but are not limited to: correspondence of an assistant, delegate, major superior, socius, 

http://www.jesuitarchives.org/
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president, provincial, or treasurer (open fifty years after their death); documents of an apostolic work or 

Jesuit community (open fifty years after their printing, date of issuance, or date of meeting).  

Conditions Regarding Use 
The archival records in the Jesuit Archives & Research Center are the property of the Central and 
Southern, Midwest, East, and West Provinces of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuit Conference of the United 
States and Canada, and all respective predecessors. Copies may not be duplicated or deposited 
elsewhere without the prior written consent of the archivist.  

The Jesuit Archives and Research Center does not own copyright to all records in its collections. 
Supplying a copy is not an authorization to publish or circulate. Written permission to publish any 
records in their entirety or a substantial portion thereof must be requested and approved prior to 
publication. The researcher has the sole legal responsibility for identifying legal copyright holders and 
obtaining this written permission. 

Collection Inventory 

Series 61: Montana – St. Francis Xavier Mission 

Sub-Series 1: Legal records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0257 1 Specifications contract for 
mission school and buildings 

1887   

1.0257 2 Contract with Ursuline Sisters 1887   
1.0257 3 Grazing lease of tribal lands 1899   
1.0257 4 Warranty deed for mission 

property 
1954   

1.0257 5 Contractual agreements with 
Elmer and Ruth Slattery 

1957-1959   

1.0257 6 Estate of Bridgett Keough, with 
associated correspondence 

1962-1964   

1.0257 7 Notice of probate of will of 
Marjorie Boschert 

   

 

Sub-Series 2: Correspondence 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0257 8 With Jesuit American assistant 1943-1946   
1.0257 9 To Jesuit provincials 1909-1911   
1.0257 10 General correspondence of 

mission superiors with Bureau of 
Catholic Indian missions, Jesuit 
provincials and fellow Jesuits 

1903-1933   

1.0257 11 St. Xavier Mission superiors with 
Jesuit provincials 

1955-1965   

1.0257 12 With bishops and chancery of 
Diocese of Great Falls 

1938-1965   

1.0257 13 Of Fr. Cataldo, SJ, with 
Department of Interior Office of 

1885-1891   
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Indian Affairs officials anent 
location of missions and 
permission to build chapel 

1.0257 14 Frs. Peter Bandini and Joseph 
Cataldo, SJ, to Katherine Drexel, 
Catholic Indian Bureau, and Bp. 
Joseph O’Connor, Nebraska 
Diocese 

1887-1893  Copies 

1.0257 15 Fr. Peter Bandini, SJ, to Fr. 
Aloysius Ragaru, SJ 

1887   

1.0257 16 BCIM to Fr. Van Gorp, SJ, anent 
construction of mission buildings 

1890   

1.0257 17 Petition of Chief Plenty Coups to 
build church at Pryor 

1890   

1.0257 18 Mission staff with Jesuit 
provincial Dillon, Mo. Katherine 
Drexel and BCIM anent closure of 
mission school 

1921   

1.0257 19 Franciscan Sisters’ letters of 
appeal 

1937-1954   

1.0257 20 Bridgette Keough to Fr. Erwin 
Toner, SJ, anent Oregon Jesuit 
article featuring SFX Mission 

1954   

1.0257 21 Mission superiors with BCIM 1950-1961   
1.0257 22 From Marquette League and 

Jesuit Missions organizations 
1961-1963   

1.0257 23 Of Fr. Fred Simoneau, SJ 1962   
 

Sub-Series 3: Pronouncements 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0257 24 Anent installation of the Stations 
of the Cross 

1890   

 

Sub-Series 4: Reports 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0257 25 To Jesuit General’s office 1888-1908   
1.0257 26 Litterae annuae 1895-1929   
1.0257 27 Historia domus 1893-1960   
1.0257 28 Mission status for Oregon 

Province 
1927   

1.0257 29 Statistical report for Diocese of 
Great Falls 

1941-1942   

1.0257 30 Statistical report to Jesuit Oregon 
Province 

1943   

1.0257 31 Memoriale visitationis 1930-1964   
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Sub-Series 5: Journals 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0258 1 House diary and historical 
summary 

1893-1898   

1.0258 2 House diary 1898-1908   
1.0258 3 House diary 1909-1933   
1.0258 4 House diary 1922-1962   

 

Sub-Series 6: Registers 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0258 5 List of Mass intentions 1908-1943   
1.0259 1 Members of St. Joseph’s Catholic 

Building Association and list of 
Mass intentions 

c. 1925, 
1934-1948 

  

 

Sub-Series 7: Census records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0259 2 Census and sacramental status 
survey of Crow Indians 

1902-1903   

1.0259 3 Census of Catholic families in 
mission area 

1907-1909   

1.0259 4 U.S. Land Department census, 
Crow Agency 

1933   

 

Sub-Series 8: School registers 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0259 5 Report on industrial boarding 
school 

1891   

1.0259 6 School enrollment statistics 1907, 1950-
1965 

  

 

Sub-Series 9: Printed material 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0259 7 Anent centennial of mission 1987   
1.0259 8 Feasibility study, St. Xavier 

Mission Church, CTA Architects 
Engineers 

2016   

 

Sub-Series 10: Notes 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0259 9 Crow Indian names with English 
equivalents 

c. 1893-
1896 
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1.0259 10 Lists of Jesuits who served at 
mission 

1880-1965   

1.0259 11 List of potential donors for 
Franciscan Sisters’ fund drive 

c. 1956   

 

Sub-Series 11: Unpublished histories 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0260 1 “La Missione in mizzo alla tribe 
dei Corvi,” by Fr. Cataldo 

c. 1892   

1.0260 2 “Sketch of St. Xavier’s Mission” 
and other accounts, by Fr. Peter 
Prando, SJ 

1890-1893   

1.0260 3 Account of Crow customs and 
beliefs by “Buckskin Jim alias 
Philip Brown” in Fr. Prando’s 
handwriting 

   

1.0260 4 Accounts of Bridgett Keough c. 1963   

 

Sub-Series 12: Published histories 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0260 5 Articles in Montana Stock 
Gazette covering Crow unrest 
instigated by Swordbeaner as 
copies in Prando’s handwriting 

1887   

1.0260 6 Articles in Indian Sentinel 1921-1930   
1.0260 7 Articles in Jesuit Missions 1935-1936   
1.0260 8 Articles and news items in 

Oregon Jesuit 
1948-1954   

1.0260 9 “History of the Catechesis of the 
Catholic Church among the Crow 
Indian people, 1880-1884,” by Sr. 
Karen Watembach 

1978   

1.0260 10 Thesis, “A History of the 
Catechesis of the Catholic Church 
on the Crow Reservation,” by 
Karen Watembach 

1983   

1.0260 11 “St. Xavier Mission: A Century of 
Catholicism among the Crow 
People, 1888-1988,” by Karen 
Watembach 

   

1.0260 12 Honors thesis, “A Radical Change 
in the Care of our Indians: Jesuit 
Models of Catechesis and 
Vocations among the Northwest 
Natives,” by Michael Barbarossa 

2017   
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Sub-Series 13: Clippings 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0260 13 General news items 1887-1957   
1.0260 14 General news items 1895-1963   

 

Sub-Series 14: Financial records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0260 15 Annual financial reports for 
Diocese of Great Falls 

1941-1944   

1.0260 16 Correspondence of Fr. Chas. 
Owens, SJ, anent diocesan 
financing of church at Lodge 
Grass 

1949   

1.0260 17 Province procurator Paul Sauer, 
SJ, to Fr. Charles Owens, SJ, anent 
financial status of mission 

1944   

1.0260 18 Annual financial reports to Jesuit 
Oregon Province 

1958-1963   

1.0260 19 Annual and triennial status 
temporalis reports 

1939-1964   

1.0260 20 Franciscan Sisters’ annual budget 
reports 

1935-1953, 
1962-1965 

  

1.0260 21 State tax receipts 1952-1963   
1.0260 22 Ledger of expenditures and 

income 
1894-1897   

1.0261 1 Ledger of expenditures and 
income 

1898-1913   

1.0261 2 Ledger of expenditures and 
income 

1899-1914   

 

Sub-Series 15: Maps 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0261 3 Plat of town of St. Xavier 1962   

 

Sub-Series 16: Photographs 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0261 4 Crow photo calendar 1981   
1.0262 1 Buildings and grounds, 102.01+    
1.0263 1 People and events: religious 

events, 147.1.01+ 
   

1.0263 2 People and events: group shots, 
147.2.01+ 

   

1.0263 3 Reprint collection, 147.3.01+    
1.0263 4 People and events: informal 

shots, 147.4.01+ 
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1.0263 5 People and events: postcards, 
147.5.01+ 

   

 


