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Summary Information 
Repository: The Jesuits of the Oregon Province Archives 

Title: Nelson Island, AK 

ID: ORE 1.40 

Dates: 1892-2004 

Physical description: 1.2 linear feet 

Language: English (bulk), Latin 

 

Preferred Citation 
[Identification of item], [Box Number], [Folder number/title].  ORE RG 1.40.  Jesuit Archives and 

Research Center, St. Louis, Missouri.  [Date Accessed].   

Scope and Contents 
This collection is comprised of records related to the Jesuits’ work and day-to-day life on Nelson Island, 

Alaska.  The bulk of the material dates to the 20th century. 

Historical Note 
Full historical note TK 

Please note that items in this collection do use “Eskimo,” an outdated and offensive term for the Inuit 

people of the Arctic region.  In finding aids for previously processed collections, JARC maintains the word 

choices used by materials’ creators to contextualize those materials but recognizes that decision can still 

cause hurt to the communities affected by that language.  In all modern documentation (newly 

processed collections, exhibits, communications, et cetera), JARC makes every effort to use the language 

preferred by the communities being described.  If your community, tribe, or nation is being improperly 

named, we deeply apologize and ask you to please reach out to JARC.  We thank you for your time and 

assistance. 

Publication Statement  
The Jesuit Archives and Research Center  

3900 W. Pine Boulevard  

St. Louis, Missouri 63108  

URL: http://www.jesuitarchives.org  

 

Processing Information  
This collection was arranged and processed in the Jesuits of the Oregon Province Archives at Gonzaga 

University.  Box and folder numbers were added at the Jesuit Archives & Research Center in February 

2020 by Maddie McDermott.  

Arrangement Note 
All Oregon Province Location collections follow a standard sub-series organization. The numbers 

assigned to each sub-series will vary based on the collection. A full listing of potential sub-series is 

http://www.jesuitarchives.org/
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available on the Jesuit Archives’ webpage for Oregon’s Record Group 1 and/or by contacting JARC’s 

reference archivist. 

Conditions Regarding Access 
Access to this material in this collection may be restricted based on its date and office of origin, in 

accordance with the Jesuit Archives & Research Center’s access policy. Likely access restrictions for this 

location include, but are not limited to: correspondence of an assistant, delegate, major superior, socius, 

president, provincial, or treasurer (open fifty years after their death); documents of an apostolic work or 

Jesuit community (open fifty years after their printing, date of issuance, or date of meeting).  

Conditions Regarding Use 
The archival records in the Jesuit Archives & Research Center are the property of the Central and 
Southern, Midwest, East, and West Provinces of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuit Conference of the United 
States and Canada, and all respective predecessors. Copies may not be duplicated or deposited 
elsewhere without the prior written consent of the archivist.  

The Jesuit Archives and Research Center does not own copyright to all records in its collections. 
Supplying a copy is not an authorization to publish or circulate. Written permission to publish any 
records in their entirety or a substantial portion thereof must be requested and approved prior to 
publication. The researcher has the sole legal responsibility for identifying legal copyright holders and 
obtaining this written permission. 

Collection Inventory 

Series 40: Nelson Island, AK 

Series 1: Legal Records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0152 1 Lease document anent property 
at Tununak on Nelson Island 

1925   

1.0152 2 Bill of sale of licensed vessel 1958   
1.0152 3 Anent lease of church building to 

State of Alaska 
1973   

 

Series 2: Correspondence 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0152 4 Fr. Treca to Jesuit provincial, 
Turin Province 

1892   

1.0152 5 To Bishop Joseph Crimont, SJ, 
from Fr. Paul Deschout, SJ, anent 
Nelson Island 

1934   

1.0152 6 General, to Fr. James Jacobsen, SJ 1961-1965   
1.0152 7 Of Fr. Francis Fallert, SJ, anent 

Montessori school at Tununak 
1968-1973   

1.0152 8 Newsletters of Fr. John Hinsvark 
to Jesuits in Oregon Province 

1968-1974   
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1.0152 9 Newsletters to friends from 
Marie Toscano, Montessori 
school, Tununuak 

1968-1972   

1.0152 10 Anent dispute over payment of 
New Catholic Encyclopedia, St. 
Catherine Parish, Chefornak 

1980-1983   

 

Series 3: Reports 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0152 11 Tununak and Nelson Island 
annual reports 

1948-1958   

 

Series 4: Journals 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0152 12 Diary of Tununak and Kanilak 1889-1898   
1.0152 13 Men and Ladies Sodality records, 

Tununak 
1935-1965   

1.0152 14 Nightmute diary 1935-1936   
1.0152 15 Nightmute diary 1961-1966   
1.0152 16 Tooksook Bay house diary 1966-1985   
1.0152 17 Tununak/Nelson Island house 

diary 
1934-1937   

1.0153 
 

1 Tununak/Nelson Island house 
diary 

1937-1975   

1.0153 2 Chefornak/Nelson Island house 
diary 

1975-1983   

1.0153 3 Tununak/Nelson island house 
diary 

1978-1991   

 

Series 5: Minutes 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0153 4 Sodality meeting 1954-1978   

 

Series 6: Financial records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0153 5 List of deceased 1930   

 

Series 7: Census records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0153 6 Nelson Island living and deceased 1936-1937   
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Series 8: Sacramental records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 1 Deaths, marriages, and baptisms, 
Kanilik 

1892-1897   

1.0154 2 Tununak baptisms, first 
communions, marriages, and 
extreme unction 

1934-1936   

1.0154 3 Baptismal, matrimonial, first 
communion, confirmation, and 
death records (copy from 
Tununak parish register) 

1948-1978   

 

Series 9: Notes 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 4 Anent mission catechetics    
1.0154 5 Holy Week liturgy and prayers    

 

Series 10: Unpublished histories 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 6 Historical sketches of Nelson 
Island and missions of Tununa, 
Kanilik, and Akulurak by Fr. 
Joseph Treca, SJ 

1906   

1.0154 7 “Brief history of Nelson Island,” 
unidentified author 

1939   

1.0154 8 “Naming Among the Central 
Yup’ik,” by Richard E. Wisecarver 

1996   

 

Series 11: Published histories 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 9 “Toksook: 240 Villagers, 150 
Catholics” article by George 
Lundy, Extension 

1968   

1.0154 10 Articles in Alaskan Shepherd 1978-1993   
1.0154 11 “Nelson Island: Two Centuries of 

History,” article by Anne Flenup-
Riordan, Tundra Drums 

1980   

1.0154 12 “Social Structure and Ritual 
Distribution of the Nelson Island 
Eskimo,” doctoral dissertation by 
Ann Flenup-Riordan, University of 
Chicago 

1980   

1.0154 13 “Toksook Bay, 1981,” article by 
unidentified author, Alaska Today 

1981   



The Jesuit Archives and Research Center  
JesuitArchives.org  last updated 2023-03-21 
314-376-2440  MRM 

1.0154 14 “Embracing a People,” article 
anent ordination of deacons by 
Fr. Thomas Provinsal, SJ, 
Extension 

1983   

1.0154 15 Untitled article anent Chefornak 
church fire by Fr. Paul Cochran, 
SJ, Ministering 

2004   

 

Series 12: Clippings 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 16 News items anent Nelson Island 
and Tununak, Oregon Jesuit 

1953-1962   

1.0154 17 General historical news accounts    

Series 13: Financial records 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 18 Ledger of income and 
expenditures 

1936-1959   

1.0154 19 Ledger of income and 
expenditures 

1954-1971   

1.0154 20 Of Fr. Paul Deschout, SJ, anent 
mass stipends 

1936-1953   

1.0154 21 Of Fr. Paul Linnsen, SJ, anent 
Chefornak Mission 

1958-1960   

 

Series 14: Photographs 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 

1.0154 22 Scenes from Nelson Island 
mission stations 

   

1.0154 23 People and events    
1.0154 24 Toksook Bay    

 


