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Summary Information 
Repository: Jesuits of the New Orleans Province Archives at Loyola University New Orleans 

Title: Baton Rouge 

ID: NOR 3.05 

Dates: 1916 – 2014 

Physical description: 0.63 linear feet 

Language: English 

Preferred Citation 
[Identification of item], [Box Number], [Folder number/title]. NOR 3.05. Jesuit Archives and Research 
Center, St. Louis, Missouri. [Date Accessed]. 

Scope and Contents 
The collection is comprised of correspondence, written histories, publications, and financial information. 
The bulk of the material dates between the 1980s and the 2000s.  

Historical Note 
The Jesuits arrived in Baton Rouge in 1849 to establish a boy’s college, the College of Sts. Peter and Paul 
which opened in 1850.1 A yellow fever epidemic led to the closing the college in 1856, and the ravages 
of the Civil War forced the last Jesuit to leave St. Joseph Parish in 1865. During their time in Baton 
Rouge, the Jesuits oversaw the construction of St. Joseph’s Church beginning in 1853 and completed in 
1856, which became the seat of the Diocese of Baton Rouge.2 Secondary histories of St. Joseph’s and the 
College of Sts. Peter and Paul are well documented in the collection; however, it is lacking primary 
sources.  

The Immaculate Conception Parish was assigned to the Jesuits in 1983.  The church was constructed in 
1953 by the Josephite Order.3 
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1 “History of the Catholic Church in Baton Rouge.” 1916. BIN NOR 3.0054, Folder 1. NOR 3.05. Jesuit Archives & 
Research Center, St. Louis, Missouri. 
2 “The Jesuit Era.” n.d. BIN NOR 3.0054, Folder 4. NOR 3.05. Jesuit Archives & Research Center, St. Louis, Missouri.  
3 “Golden Jubilee Edition Parish Directory.” 2003. BIN NOR 3.0053, Folder 6. NOR 3.05. Jesuit Archives & Research 
Center, St. Louis, Missouri.  
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Processing Information  
This collection was arranged and processed in the Jesuits of the New Orleans Province Archives at Loyola 
University New Orleans. Box and folder numbers were added at the Jesuit Archives & Research Center in 
July 2019 by Cooper Clarke, who also created the finding guide.  

Conditions Regarding Use 
The archival records in the Jesuit Archives & Research Center are the property of the Central and 
Southern, Midwest, Northeast, and West Provinces of the Society of Jesus, the Jesuit Conference of the 
United States and Canada, and all respective predecessors. Copies may not be duplicated or deposited 
elsewhere without the prior written consent of the archivist.  

The Jesuit Archives and Research Center does not own copyright to all records in its collections. 
Supplying a copy is not an authorization to publish or circulate. Written permission to publish any 
records in their entirety or a substantial portion thereof must be requested and approved prior to 
publication. The researcher has the sole legal responsibility for identifying legal copyright holders and 
obtaining this written permission. 

Collection Inventory 
Series 1: Baton Rouge 
Sub-Series 1: Immaculate Conception 

BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 
3.0053 1 Contracts 1983, 1984, 

1988, 1989, 
1993-1995, 
1998-2000 

  

3.0053 2 Correspondence 1983, 1986-
1995, 1998, 
2002-2006, 
2010-2013 

  

3.0053 3 House history 1983-1989   
3.0053 4 Finances 1991, 1994-

1996, 2000-
2006, 2009-
2013 

  

3.0053 5 Publications / information 1984, 1997-
2009, 2013, 
2014 

  

3.0053 6 Golden Jubilee Edition Parish 
Directory 

2003   

3.0053 7 Visitation reports 1984-2014   
 

Sub-Series 2: St. Joseph Parish 
BOX FOLDER TITLE DATE(S) CONTENTS NOTES 
3.0054 
 

1 History of the Catholic Church in 
Baton Rouge by Rev. Arthur 
Drossaerts 

1916?   
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3.0054 2 The Catholic Church of Baton 
Rouge Celebrating 200 Years, 
calendar 

1992   

3.0054 3 Memorial Grave Dedication 1990   
3.0054 4 History n.d.   
3.0054 5 Correspondence 1990, 1992   
3.0054 6 Parish Bulletins 1947, 1984   
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